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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restriction 

1 . Claims 1 -24 are presented for examination. 



2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-12, drawn to a method of communicating over a public data 
network, classified in class 709, subclass 203. 

II. Claims 13-24, drawn to a method and system for enabling a user to input 
data to a terminal, classified in class 709, subclass 219. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

3. Inventions I, II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as to a 
method of communicating over a public data network, classified in a different 
Class/Subclass. Invention II has separate utility such as a method and system for 
enabling a user to input data to a terminal, classified in a different Class/Subclass. 

4. The inventions are distinct, each from the other, because of the following 
reasons: 

(a) These inventions have acquired a separate status in the art as 
shown by their different classifications. 
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(b) The search required for each Group is different and not co-extensive 
for examination purposes. 

For example, the searches for the three inventions would not be co-extensive 
because these Groups would require different searches on PTO's classification class 
and subclass as following: 

the Group I search (claims 1-12) would require use of search class 709, 
subclass 203 (not require for the invention II). 

the Group II search (claims 13-24) would require use of search class 
709, subclass 219 (not require for the invention I). 
For the reasons given above restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

3. During a telephone conversation with Gary R. Edwards (Reg. No.29,004) on 
8/9/2005 a provisional election was made in traverse to prosecute the invention of 
Beesley et al. of claims 1-12. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in 
replying to this Office action. Claims 13-24 are withdrawn from further consideration by 
the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(i). 
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5. Therefore, claims 1-12 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1 and 3-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gabber et al. (hereafter Gabber), US pat. No.5,961 ,593. 

As to claim 1 , Gabber discloses a method of communicating over a public data network, 
the method comprising: 

transmitting to a remote server (1 10a fig.2) on the network a request for 
communications application (substitute identifiers) stored on the server to be 
downloaded a terminal (105a fig.2) connected to the network (see abstract, fig.2, col.5 
line 47 to col.6 line 17); 

receiving the communications application at the terminal (receiving the substitute 
identifiers, see col.6 lines 1 7-51 ); 

using the communications application communicate from the terminal over the 
public data network; wherein, the communications application is configured such that 
user input data, input to the communications application by user of the terminal, is 
transmitted into the network without a record of the data being stored at the terminal 
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that data received at the terminal by the communications application from the network at 
the request of the user is presented to the user without a record of the data being stored 
at the terminal (allowing user terminal to anonymously browse server sites, see col.6 
line 38 to col.7 line 38). 

As to claim 3, Gabber discloses the communications application is for communicating 
with web sites (see col.8 lines 3-63). 

As to claim 4, Gabber discloses the communications application is downloaded by and 
runs within a further communications application provided on the terminal (see fig.2, 
col.7 lines 19-61 and col.8 lines 3-63). 

As to claim 5, Gabber discloses wherein the further communications application Web 
Browser (see col.6 lines 17-58). 

As to claim 6, Gabber discloses wherein the further communications application Web 
Browser (see col.6 lines 17-58). 

As to claim 7, Gabber discloses the communications application is arranged to 
communicate with the public data network via a Web Browser application running on a 
remote server (see fig.2, col.6 lines 17-58 and col.8 lines 3-63). 
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As to claim 8, Gabber discloses the Web Browser application retrieving web pages from 
the network on behalf of the communications application and the communications 
application receives the Web Pages in a non graphical format from the Web Browser 
application (see fig.2, col.6 lines 17-58 and col.8 lines 3-63). 

As to claim 9, Gabber discloses wherein no copy of the data transmitted to the network 
or received from the network by the application is cached at the terminal or written to 
permanent memory at the terminal (anonymous browsing, see fig.2, col. 7 lines 19-61 
and col.8 lines 3-63). 

As to claim 10, Gabber discloses wherein no record of a network address visited by the 
application from the terminal is stored at the terminal (see fig.2, col.6 lines 1 7-58 and 
col.8 lines 3-63). 

As to claim 1 1 , Gabber discloses wherein the network address is any an IP address, 
domain name URL (see fig.2, col.6 lines 17-58 and col.10 lines 1 1-65). 

Claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons set forth claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 
various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were 
made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 
37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 
commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

9. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gabber in 
view of Binding et al., US pat. No.6,694,431 . 

Gabber's teaching still applied as in item 8 above. Gabber does not specifically 
disclose using Java applet. However, such applet is generally well known in the art as 
disclosed by Binding (see col.1 line 62 to col.2 line 14 and col.7 lines 3-41). It would 
have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to implement Binding's Java into the computer system of Gabber to process data 
information because it would have enabled users to access objects across the Internet 
via URLs almost as easily as on the local file system and to provide capabilities for 
several types of distributed network applications. 
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Other prior art cited 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Jiang et al, US pat. No.6,385,641. 

b. Ambroziak et al, US pat. No.6,415,319. 

c. Bawden et al, US pat. No.6,003,077. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Claims 1 -1 2 are rejected. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3936. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.m. 
to 5:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3939. The fax phone number 
for this group is (571 ) 273-8300. 

A shortened statutory period, for reply is set to expire THREE months from the 
mailing date of this communication. Failure to response within the period for response 
will cause the application to become abandoned (35 U. S. C . Sect. 133). Extensions of 
time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1. 136(A). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Khanh Dinh 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 
8/19/2005 



